BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Bildeston Parish Council held on 

13 February 2012 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)

J Cartwright


P Cousins

D Dempsey


D Drury


R Lindsay

N Tye


Cllr D Keane (BDC)

Rev Barbara Stanton

V J Allard   (Clerk)
There were two members of the public present 
C155/11/12
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME



Due to late arrival of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman took the chair and welcomed two 


Members and the Public to the meeting.
C156/11/12 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr R Taylor), Cllr J Pembroke (SCC), 


PCSO 
Jamie Fudge and P Gladwell (RFO) and for lateness from Cllrs Cartwright and Lester.
C157/11/12
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council and Cllr Cartwright had declared an interest in item 8 on the agenda – Relocation of Bildeston Toddler Group.
C158/11/12
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held 9 January 2012 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.
C159/11/12
POLICE REPORT


For the period from 09/01/12 to 06/02/12, no crimes had been reported.
C160/11/12
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL


There was no County Council report this month.

C161/11/12
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Cllr Keane reported that work on the integration with Mid Suffolk was progressing well.  The newly appointed CEO had settled in nicely.  On the annual budget, the Council had decided on a small increase in council tax which worked out at 8p per week for a Band D property.  It had been thought preferable to make this small increase now to making  larger increases in future years.  On car park charges, it had been decided that there would still be no charge for short term (3 hours) parking. There was nothing new to report regarding Tescos although a redesigned application was expected.


A Member expressed deep concern regarding redundancy payments, reduced staffing and car park charging.  Cllr Keane stated that he had no knowledge that staff reduction would affect services, the whole idea of the amalgamation of the two Councils being to save duplication.

C162/11/12
FINANCE 

Bildeston Toddler Group

Councillor Cartwright presented a report on behalf of the Bildeston Toddler Group explaining 
the need to relocate to larger premises preferably with a secure outdoor area.  The group had 
been meeting at the Baptist Church but an increase in the number of children wanting 
places necessitated a change of venue. Chamberlin Hall had been seen to be most suitable.


To facilitate the move, the group would have to acquire a certain amount of equipment since 
up to now it had been using those items belonging to the Church.  There would be fund raising 
events in the future but for immediate use, the group was requesting start-up funding.


RESOLVED that a grant of £150 be made to Bildeston Toddler Group immediately with 
further support being made available when the group had become satisfactorily established in 
its new venue.


To Approve Payments


The following payments were approved

	Payee/Service
	Cheque No.
	     £

	Suffolk County Council

Street Lighting 12 mths
	101365
	3056.61

	Babergh District Council

Litter & Dog bin emptying 12 mths
	101366
	 347.64

	Clerk
	101367
	 208.39

	RFO
	101368
	 100.30

	Bildeston Toddler Group

Minute number C162/11/12
	101369
	150.00


C163/11/12
BILDESTON SPORTSFIELD – HEDGE MAINTENANCE



RESOLVED that this item be added to the existing groundwork’s contract.

C164/11/12  QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE


There had been a national call for beacons on church towers across the country to mark the 

Queens Diamond Jubilee.  Rev Stanton reported that both the Diocesan and the Fire Service 

Authorities had advised against this at St Mary Magdalene’s owing to the nature of the tower.



It was AGREED that a working group would be set up to facilitate liaison between various 

interested groups in the village to arrange suitable celebrations for this event.

C165/11/12
PARISH MEETING AND PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



These meetings would be held on 23 April and 14 May respectively.  To accommodate Easter 

Monday, the April Parish Council meeting would be held on 16 April 2012
C166/11/12
PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR S106 FUNDING

The following suggestions had been offered particular attention being paid to school students.

· skate park

· tree house

· nest swing

· improvements at the sports field and Kings Pightle Pocket Park including a bird hide,


           wooded copse and picnic areas with improvements to the car park.

Pricing for these items would be sought to be considered in making a decision.
C167/11/12  TRAFFIC CALMING – PUBLIC MEETING

Arrangements were ongoing and the item would be carried forward.
C168/11/12  MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Signage for King’s Pightle

Cllr Lester presented a report which was received and it was DECIDED that the project be carried on to the next stage.

Monks Eleigh and Neighbourhood Transport (M.E.A.N.T)

Regarding Bildeston, this project had been dropped being of little advantage to its residents.
Brooksfield – dropped kerbs

The County Council had responded saying that there was no finance for any scheme at this 
time.  Members thought that a dropped kerb in this location would be of great advantage to local residents and by unanimous agreement it was RESOLVED that the Council would fund the work.  The Clerk was asked to arrange.
CHAMBERLIN HALL- To consider a request for funding
This item to be carried forward as the request had not yet been presented.


Footpath link between Rotheram Road and Smock Meadow.



An unevenness in this path had been reported at the last meeting.  Investigations had not 

disclosed who was responsible for this path. 


AGREED that the Clerk be authorised to make application to the Land Registry for details of 

ownership of this path in order that approach could be made to them for these repairs.
C169/11/12
PLANNING MATTERS


Planning appendix A
	Application Number:
	B/12/00042

	Location:
	Bildeston Health Centre, High Street

	Proposal:
	Crown lift 1 no. Beech tree to allow 2.5m clearance from ground level and reduction of limb. Reduce crown of 1 no. Acacia tree by approximately 25% to remove major dead wood.

	Decision:
	No Objection



Planning Appendix B

Decided by Babergh District Council
There had been no new decisions received this month.
C170/11/12
ROAD SAFETY 


Community Speedwatch (CSW)



Recorded figures showed that traffic speeds had gradually been reducing since the CSW 

scheme began in September 2010. It was reported that, despite the cold, the CSW team had 

carried out one session this month.


There had been contact from Lavenham asking for guidance through the setting up process 

for a group of their own. 



The Chairman and Members expressed their thanks to the group for their valuable work.

C171/11/12
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL
· Grit Bins and snow clearing were discussed
· Preston Olympiad – the Chairman would speak to interested groups regarding sending a team

· Chamberlin Adventure Playground to be discussed at the next meeting

· School Bus – still not resolved to the satisfaction of Members.  Clerk to write again requesting that an alternative/safer remedy be sought

· Storage facilities to be discussed at the next meeting

· Mill Lane (CL 74) to be discussed at the next meeting
· A letter had been received from Dairy Farm, Semer inviting residents to go on a tour of the Farm.  Interested parties should contact the Clerk initially. (Notice in Bugle)

The meeting closed at 10pm
The next meeting of the Parish Council was scheduled to be held on 12 March 2012

Please note the April meeting will be held on 16 April , the third Monday in the month since the second Monday will be Easter Monday.
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